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• Impacts will be variable 
depending on your location 
and ash resource on your 
property

• Options for managing 
woodlands need to be 
assessed on a site by site 
basis

• Silvicultural Guidelines for 
Quarantine Counties

Managing EAB in parks, natural settings, forested areas



15 mile zone, 
April 2016



Lowland Ash Stand Decision Model

• Goal = create a field tool to help assess 

lowland ash stands and develop 

prescriptions

• Field trial results → improve model

• DRAFT – This is only a test!

• Feedback and ideas welcome!



Lowland Ash Stand Decision Model























Greg Edge



Oak Wilt Guidelines Updated

• Implemented 2007
• Stand-level, risk-based guidelines regarding oak 

harvesting time
• Implemented in March 2007
• Critical cutting restriction period

– North: 4/15 – 7/15
– South: 4/1 - 7/15 

• Stand-level risk assessment - presence of oak wilt, BA of 
oaks, terrain, soil type

• The current revised Guidelines were built off this version, 
with many parts carried over



Review structure and process

Science 

Sub-

Committee

Economics & 

Implementation 

Sub-Committee

Advisory Committee
Representatives from affected stakeholder groups (WCFA, 

GLTPA, WCF, SAF, WWOA, Wisconsin Paper Council, Lake 

States Lumber Association, USDA FS, WI DNR)

Technical Team

Researchers, industry representatives, DNR staff

Julie Ballweg, Mark Guthmiller, Kyoko Scanlon, 

Andy Stoltman, Linda Williams



Review of stands w/restrictions
Number Percent

Sales 143

Seasonal Restrictions 99 69%

Soil disturbance 

Concerns 68 69% Frozen or dry

wet ground; rutting 

concerns; erosion concerns; 

shallow or heavy soils

Oak wilt 28 29% April to July

Recreational Concerns 11 11%

Ski/snowmobile trails; 

Scenic areas; gun deer 

season; park use

Access/Transportation 

issues 6 6%

Pest Concerns 5 5%

Residual damage 

concerns 4 4% April, May, June

Rare Species 

issues/wildlife 

concerns 4 3%

Management 

Considerations 2 2%

Archeological site 1 1%

Adjacent Landowner 

Issue 1 1% dust



What hasn’t changed?

• Does not address

– Landscape-level management issues

– Management of actively-expanding oak wilt 
pockets

• Harvesting-restricted periods due to oak wilt 
remain unchanged

– North: April 15 to July 15

– South: April 1 to July 15



What hasn’t changed?

• The main structure of the Guidelines remains the same

They are divided into three 
categories depending on the 
presence of the disease in a 
stand or in a county where 
the stand is located
o Your stand is in a county that 

does not have oak wilt AND is 
NOT within 6 miles of a county 
with oak wilt

o Your stand is in a county that 
has oak wilt OR is within 6 miles 
of a county with oak wilt AND 
oak wilt is NOT in your stand

o Oak wilt is present in your stand



Oak wilt distribution in Wisconsin

2012

County-level distribution of oak wilt

2012

2012

2010

2013

2014

Township-level distribution of oak wilt

Maps available on-line (dnr.wi.gov keyword: oak wilt)



What are the changes?

• Provide much more flexibilities in seasonal oak 
harvesting while protecting oak resources from oak 
wilt

• Provide consistency for implementation in the field 
by articulating flexibilities under Exceptions and 

Modifications
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Differences

• Exceptions

– Considered relatively common

– Straightforward to apply

• Modifications

– Considered to be stand-specific

– Consultation with your regional DNR Forest Health 
Specialist or forester is recommended



Documentation
• Exceptions

– A short explanation of which Exception was used 
should be included in the timber sale documentation

• Modifications

– Justification needs to be documented and included in 
the normal approval process for harvesting

• Public lands: Form 2460-001 (timber sale notice and cutting report)

• MFL/FCL: Form 2450-032 (cutting notice and report of wood product)



Chapter 2

• Your stand is in a county 
that does not have oak wilt

AND 

• Your stand is NOT within 6 
miles of a county with oak 
wilt



Seasonal Oak Harvesting 
Recommendation

Harvesting can be considered any time of the 
year 

• Exceptions : None

• Modifications : None



Chapter 3

• Your stand is in a 
county that has oak 
wilt OR is within 6 
miles of a county 
with oak wilt 

AND 
• Oak wilt is NOT in 

your stand



Seasonal Oak Harvesting 
Recommendation

Harvesting restricted period due to oak wilt  

North: April 15 to July 15

South: April 1 to July 15

• # of Exceptions: 6

• # of Modifications: 3 



Exceptions

1. The stand is being 
converted to a non-oak 
type

2. Oak is not considered to 
be an important 
component of the 
stand’s future



Exception 4
The stand where white oak (Q. alba) is the only 
oak species present 

Photo: Mark Guthmiller



Exception 6 

The stand is in a 
county where oak 
wilt is present but 
uncommon

Areas outside of counties in 
red, especially areas in white



Modification 3

Unusual weather patterns in early spring
• March 2012 (early spring)

• March-early April 2014 (late spring)

– Rule of thumb for vector emergence: 
“Temperatures above 60F for 7 consecutive days”



Chapter 4

• If oak wilt is present 
in your stand



Seasonal Oak Harvesting 
Recommendation

Harvesting restricted period due to oak wilt 

North: April 15 to July 15

South: April 1 to July 15

• # of Exceptions: 6

• # of Modifications: 4 



Future of the Guidelines

• Degree day model for vector emergence

• Use of springwood/latewood formation 
degree day model

• Oak wilt regeneration study (complete in 
2017)



Herbicide Trial to Control Oak Wilt

• Started in 2015

• Scientific trial with controls

• Double girdle & herbicide

• Will follow sites for 5 years

• 30 sites last year. Need 
more sites this year.



Spruce Budworm Outbreak
Previous outbreak 1970-1980 in WI

Outbreaks last 10-15 years

Significant defoliation 2012 – 2015
expect it to continue



Spruce Budworm Management

• Salvage/pre-salvage if 3 
successive years of heavy 
defoliation (75%+)

• Top-kill usually begins during 
3rd year of outbreak 

• Focus salvage efforts first on 
older spruce/fir stands

• Do not leave spruces or firs as 
residual overstory trees



Questions?  


