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Sustainability

What does it mean to you?

Enough – for all – forever.



It’s All About Balance.

Making sure the legs of the stool are equal all while 

thinking about the future……

Economic

Environmental

Social



Sustainability is Good Business
It’s all about asset management….

Financial 

Capital

Natural Capital

Human 

Capital

Bob Willard – Business for Sustainability, 

2008



Company Value “Iceberg” 1981

Arthur D. Little, The Business Case for Corporate Citizenship, 2002

Intangibles, Nonfinancials, Reputation

Tangibles

Financials

83%

17%



Company Value “Iceberg” 1998

Arthur D. Little, The Business Case for Corporate Citizenship, 2002

Intangibles, Nonfinancials, 

Reputation

Tangibles

Financials 29%

71%



Why the Change?

Arthur D. Little, The Business Case for Corporate Citizenship, 2002

Nonfinancials, Reputation

Financials

Employees
Media

NGOs

The Public

Customers

Government

Banks

Insurers

Investors

Competitors



Another way to look at the “Iceberg”

Bob Willard, The Business Case for Sustainability, 2008

Risks

Opportunities



Another way to look at the “Iceberg”

Bob Willard, The Business Case for Sustainability, 2008

Risks

Opportunities

Investors Employees

The Public

Markets

What about your customers?



What Else is Driving Sustainability?

• National Security - Alternative Energy

• War for Talent - 70% of grads indicate 

they want to work for companies 

committed to sustainable practices.

• Revenue Pressure – Carbon Trading

• Sustainability Reporting – Investment 

firms and market trend analysts

Point Carbon report “Carbon Market Analyst: Outlook for 2008



Permitting is Part of a 

Sustainable Business

Environmental

SocialEconomic



Permitting:  A Primer for 
Forest/Wood Industries

Lindsey Ringuette
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality

Water Bureau



The Primary Intent of 
Regulations and Permitting is…

To Protect our Natural Resources



What is going to concern a regulator in 
Michigan is going to concern a regulator in 

Wisconsin…



Regulations and Permits:
Where do I start?



Regulations and Permits

• Construction
– Required for earth disturbance activities

• Operational
– Required for facility operations

– Wood yards, paper mills, lumber mills, other 
wood processing/product facilities



Regulations and Permits:
Construction

• Part 91, Soil Erosion and Sedimentation 
Control Act

• Part 31, Construction Site Storm Water 
and  Permit-by-Rule

• Part 31, Floodplain Management

• Part 301, Inland Lakes and Streams

• Part 303, Wetlands Protection

• Others



Regulations and Permits:
Operational

• Part 31, Industrial Site Storm Water

• Air Quality Permits

• Waste and Hazardous Materials Permits

• Others



What’s the Trigger?
A Guide to Permit Criteria

• Each regulation has permit criteria, or a 
“trigger”, that makes that activity or 
industry require a permit or follow 
regulatory guidelines



What’s the Trigger?
A Guide to Permit Criteria

• Part 91, Soil Erosion and Sedimentation 
Control Act

• Part 31, Construction Site Storm Water and  
Permit-by-Rule

• Part 31, Floodplain Management
• Part 301, Inland Lakes and Streams
• Part 303, Wetlands Protection
• Part 31, Industrial Site Storm Water
• Air Quality Permits
• Waste and Hazardous Materials Permits
• Others



How to Limit Regulatory Agency 
Presence 

• Contact us in the planning stage of your 
project

• Obtain any required permits and/or 
certifications PRIOR to the start of your 
project

• Ask questions
• Implement the appropriate best management 

practices and keep them maintained
• Protect the resource
• Notify us if you have any issues before we are 

notified by someone else!



Balance Is The Key 
Protecting and Preserving our Natural 

Resources during the course of 
business, industry and development



Questions? 

Lindsey Ringuette

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality

Water Bureau

(906) 346-8518

ringuettel@michigan.gov

www.michigan.gov/deq

mailto:ringuettel@michigan.gov


Environmental Permitting in 

Wisconsin

• Rules are very similar between States

• The backbone of the rules are often the 

Federal requirements

• Environmental Assistance Coordinators

• Wisconsin’s online small business 

permitting website. 

(dnr.wi.gov/permitprimer/)























Thank You!

Laurel Sukup, Environmental 

Assistance Coordinator

Wisconsin Department of 

Natural Resources

(715)365-8936

Laurel.sukup@wisconsin.gov

http://dnr.wi.gov/permitprimer/

mailto:Laurel.sukup@wisconsin.gov

