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The Right to Haul Act



Omnibus Wildfire Funding Reforms
Other Provisions: SRS Extension
Funding Levels: A Mixed Bag

Together, hazardous fuels and fire 
accounts total $3.3 billion of the $5.9 

billion total (55%) for the Forest Service





Introduced by Representatives Vruwink, Subeck, Berceau and Sinicki, cosponsored by 
Senator Vinehout.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau:
This bill provides that land is eligible for designation as managed forest land (MFL) only if 
the land is owned by a resident of this state. 
Under the MFL program administered by the Department of Natural Resources, the owner of 
a parcel of land designated as MFL makes an annual acreage share payment that is lower 
than, and in lieu of, the property taxes that normally would be payable on the land. In 
exchange, the owner must comply with certain forestry practices. Under the program, MFL 
is designated as either “open" or “closed" to public access. MFL that is designated as 
“open" must be kept open for hunting, fishing, hiking, sight-seeing, and cross-country 
skiing. For MFL that is designated as “closed," the owner must make an additional payment 
per acre. 
The bill provides that a parcel of land is eligible for designation as MFL only if the parcel is 
owned by a person whose principal dwelling is located in this state or a business entity 
whose principal place of business is located in this state. The bill defines “principal 
dwelling” to mean any dwelling that is used by the owner of the dwelling as a primary 
residence on January 1 of the year in which the owner claims exemption from property tax 
on a parcel of MFL. The bill defines “principal place of business” to mean the primary 
location where a business entity conducts business on January 1 of the year in which the 
business entity claims exemption from property tax on a parcel of MFL. 



• Compliance ● Safety ●
Accountability (CSA) Scores

• Electronic Log Books 
• Overweight Hauling
• Lack of Rail Short-Line Service



A Nationwide Effort





Now that House Bill 4644 has been signed into law and the $100,000.00 
has been appropriated, Scott and his staff will begin working with DTMB 

to begin the necessary IT upgrades. I would be more than happy to 
supply you with updates as DTMB works to make those upgrades, but 

please keep in mind that DTMB has no later than 2 years after the 
effective date of Public Act 17 of 2018 to complete those IT upgrades and 

to make the permit active. The effective date of the act is May 14, 
2018. DTMB will have until May 14, 2020 to enact the changes contained 

within Public Act 17 of 2018. I cannot speak for DTMB, but I know that 
MDOT will work diligently to enact the changes in Public Act 17 of 2018 

in a timely manner, because we understand the excitement and need that 
exists in the business company to utilize the new permit.
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