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DMAP Goals and Objectives
 “A partnership for healthy deer and healthy 

habitat.” 
 DNR, landowners and hunters
 Fulfill property goals

Objectives
 Promote sound land management
 Provide outreach and education
 Site-specific deer management
 Build relationships



Advisory committee
 WI Woodland Owners Association

 Whitetails Unlimited

 US Forest Service

 Quality Deer Management Association

 Conservation Congress

 WI Bow Hunter’s Association

 Safari Club International-WI Chapter

 Hunter’s Rights Coalition

 County Forest Association

 Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission

 My WI Woods

 Pheasants Forever

 Ruffed Grouse Society

 National Wild Turkey Federation

 WI Wildlife Federation

 WI Cooperating Foresters



DMAP Enrollment and Benefits



DMAP Cooperatives

 Multiple landowners & 
properties

 Properties within ½ mile 
of each other

 Working together on 
habitat and deer 
management goals

 Add properties at any 
time



DMAP on Public Lands

 Federal
 State
County
Municipalities 

open to public



How Do I Apply?



My DMAP Account









Site Visit

 Biologist, Forester, and 
Landowner(s)

 Discuss goals
 Answer questions
Conduct Habitat/Forest 

assessment
 Provide 

recommendations and 
craft management plan



Site Visit



HABITAT…build it and they will come

 Food 
Water
Cover
 Space 
 Arrangement



Habitat Assessment

 Habitat Components
Missing
 Enhancements

Condition
 Potential Projects
 Recommendations

 BMP’s
Consulting Forester
 Restoration Contractor 



Forest Assessment 

 Record basic 
stand condition or 
point data
Quick Assessment

Conduct Forest 
Regeneration 
Monitoring (FRM)

 Recommend 
management 
strategies



Forest Regeneration Metric



Forest Regeneration Metric

Overstory Shading
 Full, partial, or shade

 Understory Competition

 Primary Forest Cover Type



Browse Severity Index

No visible 
browsing 
evidence

No browse 
evidence

Light 
browsing 
evidence 
observed 

(1-25% 
stems 

browsed)

Low

Browsing 
evidence 
observed 
but not 

common, 
seedlings 

present (26 
– 50% stems 

browsed)

Medium

Browsing 
evidence 
common, 

hedging of 
stems, 
and/or 

seedlings 
rare (51 –
75% stems 
browsed)

High

Browsing 
evidence 

omnipresent 
OR forest 

floor bare, 
severe 

browse line 
(>75% stems 

browsed)

Very high

No direct 
browse 

visible, but 
most 

woody 
plants 

under 2 
meters are 

absent

No woody 
palatable 
vegetation 

present 



Management Plans

 Property history
General description 
Goals and objectives
 Soils
 Ecological 

landscapes
 Habitat improvement 

recommendations
 Deer management 

recommendations
 Summary
 Aerial photo



Site Specific Recommendations



DMAP Antlerless Tags

 Available to level 2 
and 3 cooperators, 
regardless of quota

 Site visit required
 Antlerless harvest is 

necessary to 
achieve property 
goals

https://bellaremyphotography.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/shenandoah15oct14-8319.jpg
https://bellaremyphotography.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/shenandoah15oct14-8319.jpg


Annual Harvest Report

 Summary of statewide, county, 
and property-specific harvest and 
observation information

 Cooperator collects and enters 
data

 Harvest and biological data 
 Deer age 

 Antler measurements

 Lactation status

 Weight

 Wildlife observations
 Fawn: doe ratio

 Trends in deer observations

 Evaluate habitat improvements



DMAP Workshops

6 conducted in 2018
Partner and DNR presenters
DMAP property tours
Very positive feedback



 200 
application/year

 94% of 
Cooperators re-
enrolled

 83% rated quality 
of service as 
“good” or “very 
good”



DMAP Feedback

“Having been chosen as a DMAP property has 
already paid for itself. Collectively, we are all 
excited about future plans for our 
property.”—Iron County landowner

“It's been a great program thus far. The greatest benefit we have derived is 
getting connected to local biologists and other officials. Part of our property 
is in an NRCS easement, so we've been able to cooperatively do some exciting 
enhancements.”



DMAP Feedback

“One side benefit of 
the DMAP is that I 
am getting to know 
my neighbors better 
and meeting other 
neighbors for the first 
time.” 

—DMAP landowner



Questions?
Grab a brochure
 Visit dnr.wi.gov, search keyword “DMAP” to 

learn more

Tom Carlson
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Wildlife Biologist
Forest and Florence Counties
Thomas.Carlson@Wisconsin.gov
715-218-8218

mailto:Thomas.Carlson@Wisconsin.gov
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