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Outline
♦ Conservation Planning

♦ Objectives

♦ Programs

♦ EQIP

♦ CSP

♦ RCPP

♦ Program Practices

♦ EQIP

♦ CSP



Conservation 
Planning

♦ Identify Problems and     

     Opportunities

♦ Determine Landowner 

     Objectives

♦ Inventory and Analyze

     Resources

♦ Formulate and Analyze

     Alternatives

♦ Implement the Plan

TAKES TIME!!

No Plan = No $$$



Resource Concerns

♦ Quality Criteria Met
♦ Management is Sustainable 

♦ Help with CTA

♦ Quality Criteria Not Met 
♦ Is There A Resource Concern? 

Y/N

♦ There is a “Resource 
Concern”

♦ Basis That Justifies Us to 
Spend Tax Dollars to Change 
Management 

♦ Help with CTA to Address 
Resource Concerns 

What We Look For……



EQIP

♦ Anyone Engaged in Ag and Forest Management and Meets 
USDA Program Eligibility Rules Can Turn in an Application

♦ Applications are Accepted on a Continuous Basis

♦ NRCS Accepts All Applications but Not All Applications 
Become Contracts

♦ Applications Go Through a Ranking Process Based on Their 
Conservation Benefits

♦ You Cannot Receive Financial Assistance For a Practice 
Already Created Prior to a Contract

♦ EQIP Financial Assistance is Not Intended to Pay the Full 
Cost of Implementing the Conservation Practice(s)

♦ You Can Own the Land Less Than a Year and Still Apply for 
EQIP

♦ There is No Minimum Number of Acres Needed to Enroll

Environmental Quality Incentives Program



CSP
Conservation Stewardship Program

♦ Those That Have Engaged in Ag and Forest Management Conservation 
Activities and/or Have a Forest Management Plan and Meets USDA 
Program Eligibility Rules Can Turn in an Application

♦ Applications Must Maintain Previous/Existing Conservation Systems and 
Adopt Additional Conservation Activities to Address Priority Resource 
Concerns

♦ Applications are Accepted on a Continuous Basis, Not All Applications 
Will Become Contracts

♦ CSP Is a 5-Year Program with a Base Payment Each of the 5-Years and 
Additional Payments for Each Enhancement

♦ Applications Go Through a Ranking Process Based on Their 
Conservation Benefits

♦ You Cannot Receive Financial Assistance For an Enhancement/Practice 
Already Created Prior to a Contract

♦ CSP Financial Assistance is Not Intended to Pay the Full Cost of 
Implementing the Conservation Practice(s)

♦ You Must Own the Land For at Least One Year to Apply For CSP

♦ There is No Minimum Number of Acres Needed to Enroll



RCPP
Regional Conservation Partnership Program

Agreement between NRCS and the American Bird Conservancy (ABC) to 

create breeding habitat for Golden-winged and Kirtland's Warblers

♦NRCS provides financial 

assistance to 

landowners; follows 

EQIP, separate funding

♦ABC provides the  

technical assistance

♦Goals (2021-2026)

➢6,000 ac for GWWA

➢670 ac for KIWA



Golden-winged Warbler 

(GWWA)
♦ Deciduous disturbance-dependent

♦ Eats insects, primarily leaf caterpillars

♦ Nests on/right above ground

♦ Moves fledglings to mature hardwoods

♦ Forestry practice examples 
♦ Tag alder and/or young aspen 

shearing (> 5 ac areas with mature 
trees/islands)

♦ Aspen and other hardwood clearcuts 
with reserves (5-20 ft2/ac BA)

♦ Habitat goal: 
♦ Scattering of mature deciduous trees 

and shrubs, understory of grasses, 
forbs, and regenerating saplings  



Kirtland’s Warbler (KIWA)
♦ Coniferous disturbance-dependent

♦ Evolved in fire-adapted jack pine systems 

♦ Eats insects, but also some fruit

♦ Nests on ground in lower branches, grass

♦ Forestry practice examples 

♦ Clearcuts, prescribed burns, slash 

management,  soil scarification, seeding, 

seedlings and plugs planting

♦ Habitat goal: 

♦ Large tracts of young jack pine (>200 

acres), 5-23 years old, 5-15 feet tall 

♦ Scattered openings with clumps of oak  and 

low shrubs (blueberry, snowberry)



NRCS Programs
♦ Landowners Must Follow and Implement Practices/Standards Required by NRCS

♦ Practice Standards, Statement of Work, Implementation Requirements (Jobsheets) Can Be Found In 
the Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG)

Meet the Standard 

& Specification =

Get Paid

Pass/Fail

https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/MI/documents/section=4&folder=0

https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/MI/documents/section=4&folder=0


Forest Management Plan (CPA-106)

Applies to Nonindustrial Private Forest (NIPF) Land and Land Uses, 

Where the Landower’s Goals are to Engage in Forest-related and/or 

Agroforestry Conservation Practices

Forest Management Plan (CPA-106) & Forest 

Management Practice Design (DIA-165)

Forest Management Practice Design (DIA-165)
Design a Single or Combination of Forest Related Conservation 

Practices to Treat One or More Resource Concerns.

Forest Management Activities are Site-specific Forestry and/or 
Agroforestry Conservation Practices Prescribed in the FMP (i.e. fill out 

and complete the job sheets- found in FOTG)



Forest Management Plan (CPA-106) & 

Forest Management Practice Design (DIA-165)

♦ Plans Must Be Written By a Forester Qualified as a 

Technical Service Provider with the NRCS

♦ Plans Summarize:

♦ Land Description and Landowner Goals & Objectives

♦ Stand-level Site Conditions and Forest Structure

♦ Stand-level Management Prescriptions

♦ Wood Products Potential 

♦ Plans Can Also be Used for:

♦ Commercial Forest Act Designation with the MI DNR and Qualified 

Forest Program Designation with MDARD

♦ Outlining Future Cost-Share Practices with the NRCS

NOTE: Landowners are NOT required to follow Management 

Plan Unless the Plan Has Been Used to Qualify for CFA or QFP



Forest Management Plan (CPA-106) & 

Forest Management Practice Design (DIA-165)



Forest Management Plan (CPA-106) & 

Forest Management Practice Design (DIA-165)



Forest Management Plan (CPA-106) & 

Forest Management Practice Design (DIA-165)



Practices & 

Enhancements



Brush Management (314)

Control of priority species Common Buckthorn, 

Japanese Barberry, Autumn Olive

Resource Concern: 

Control of Invasive & Aggressive Species

♦ Hand Cut and Chemical, Small Shrubs, Dense Infestation

♦ Mechanical and Chemical, Large Shrubs

♦ Mechanical and Chemical, Small Shrubs

♦ Mechanical, Hand Tools

♦ Mechanical, Large Shrubs

♦ Mechanical, Small Shrubs

May Require Herbaceous Weed Control (315) to reduce Competition of 

Grasses, Sedges & Forbes



Brush Management (314)



Conservation Cover-Pollinator Habitat (327)

Resource Concern:

Diversify Conservation Cover for Wildlife and Create 

Pollinator Habitat 

♦ Introduced Species

♦ Monarch Species Mix

♦ Native Species

♦ Orchard or  Vineyard Alleyways

♦ Pollinator Mix-Small Footprint

♦ Pollinator Species 



Conservation Cover-Pollinator Habitat (327)



Aquatic Organism Passage (396)
Resource Concern:

Passage of Aquatic Organisms is Impeded

♦ Blockage Removal

♦ Bottomless Culvert

♦ Bridge, Manufactured, Foundation Modification

♦ Bridge: Timber Decking, Timber Supports, Timber Pilings

♦ CMP Culvert, Greater Than 96-inch Diameter

♦ CMP Culvert, Less Than or Equal to 96-inch Diameter

♦ Concrete Beam Bridge

♦ Concrete Box Culvert

Includes working with our Engineers and Using our 

Inventory & Evaluation (IR) and Designs



Aquatic Organism Passage (396)



Tree/Shrub Site Preparation (490) 

Resource Concern: 

Competition from existing weeds, grasses or 

other plants 

♦ Chemical, Ground Application

♦ Chemical, Hand Application

♦ Hand Site Preparation

♦ Mechanical, Heavy Machinery

♦ Mechanical, Light or Moderate Machinery



Tree/Shrub Site Preparation (490)



Resource Concern:

Improve Water Quality by Reducing Sediment, Nutrient, or Organic 

Loading to a Stream also Streambank and Streambed Erosion Reduction

Stream Crossing (578)

♦ Bottomless Culvert

♦ Bridge, Manufactured, Foundation Modification

♦ Bridge: Timber Decking, Timber Supports, Timber Pilings

♦ CMP Culvert, >48-inch to <= 96-inch Diameter

♦ CMP Culvert, >48-inch to <= 96-inch Diameter with Concrete Headwall and Wingwalls

♦ CMP Culvert, Greater Than 96-inch Diameter

♦ CMP, Any Shape Culvert > 25 inch to <=48 in Diameter

♦ Concrete Box Culvert

♦ Culvert Installation, < 25-inch Diameter, Double Culverts

♦ Culvert Installation, < 25-inch Diameter, Single Culvert

♦ Culvert Installation, > 25-inch Diameter, to <= 48-inch Diameter Double Culverts

♦ Culvert, > 25-inch Diameter to <= 48-inch Diameter, Single Culvert

♦ Hard Armored or Paved Stream Crossing

♦ Multi Plate Full Invert Culvert, Area 124 sqft or Less

♦ Multi Plate Invert Culvert, Area Greater Than 124 sqft



Stream Crossing (578)



Tree/Shrub Site Establishment (612)
Resource Concern:

Increase Diversity for Wildlife, Plant Communities & Forest Health

EQIP

♦ Individual Tree with Mesh Protectors

♦ Individual Tree with Solid Protectors

♦ Individual Tree with Woven Wire Tree 

Cage

♦ Individual Tree, Hand Planting

♦ Medium Density, Conifer, Hand Plant 

with Bud Caps

♦ Perimeter Based Tree-Shrub 

Regeneration Area with Protection

♦ Tree-Shrub Establishment-Small 

Acreage

CSP

♦ Planting for High Carbon Sequestration 

Rate

♦ Establishing Tree/Shrub Species to 

Restore Native Plant Communities

♦ Adding Food Producing Trees and 

Shrubs to Existing Plantings

♦ Cultural Plantings

♦ Sugarbush Management

♦ Tree/Shrub Planting for Wildlife Food



Tree/Shrub Site Establishment (612) 



Tree/Shrub Site Establishment (612) 



Tree/Shrub Site Establishment (612) 



Tree/Shrub Site Establishment (612) 



Early Successional Habitat 

Development/Management (647)

Resource Concern:

Lack of Structural Diversity and Early 

Successional Habitat for Wildlife

♦ Disking

♦ Mowing

♦ Regeneration of Aspen Stands

♦ Regeneration of Mature Alder Stands



Early Successional Habitat 

Development/Management (647)



Early Successional Habitat 

Development/Management (647)



Early Successional Habitat 

Development/Management (647)



♦ Grading and Shaping With Vegetative Establishment

♦ Temporary Landing, Sensitive Site

♦ Temporary Stream Crossing

♦ Temporary Stream Crossing, Sensitive Site

♦ Temporary Wetland Crossing, Sensitive Site

♦ Trail and Landing Installation

♦ Trail Erosion Control without Vegetation, Slopes < 35%

♦ Trail Erosion Control without Vegetation, Slopes > 35%

Forest Trails and Landings (655)
Resource Concern:

Soil Erosion Resource concern



Forest Trails and Landings (655)



Forest Trails and Landings (655)

Includes working with our 

Engineers 

and Using our Inventory & 

Evaluation (IR) 

and Designs



Forest Trails and Landings (655)

Build the road to the 

state BMP manual 

specifications – 

culverts, turnouts, 

broad based dips 

etc. as needed. 



Forest Trails and Landings (655)



Forest Stand Improvement (666)

Resource Concern:

Lack of Structural Diversity, Plant Diversity, Wildlife Habitat 

and Plant Degradation

EQIP

♦ Even-aged Stand Marking, Commercial Harvest

♦ Patch Clearcuts, Non-Commercial

♦ Thinning for Wildlife and Forest Health

♦ Tree Release, Light Exposure

♦ Uneven-aged Stand Marking, Commercial Harvest



Forest Stand Improvement (666)

Even-age & Uneven-age 

Stand Marking, 

Commercial Harvest



Forest Stand Improvement (666)

Thinning for Wildlife & Forest Health



Forest Stand Improvement (666)

Tree Release, 

Light Exposure



Resource Concern:

Lack of Structural Diversity, Plant Diversity, Wildlife Habitat and Plant Degradation

CSP

♦ Forest Management to Enhance Understory Vegetation (E666D)

♦ Reduce Height of the Forest Understory to Limit Wildfire Risk (E666E)

♦ Reduce Forest Stand Density to Create Open Stand Structure (E666G)

♦ Increase On-Site Carbon Storage (E666H)

♦ Crop Tree Management for Mast Production (E666I)

♦ Facilitating Oak Forest Regeneration (E666J)

♦ Creating Structural Diversity with Patch Openings (E666K)

♦ Forest Stand Improvement to Rehabilitate Degraded Hardwood Stands (E666L)

♦ Snags, Den Trees, and Coarse Woods Debris for Wildlife Habitat (E666O)

♦ Summer Roosting Habitat for Native Forest-Dwelling Bat Species (E666P)

♦ Forest Songbird Habitat Maintenance (E666R)

Forest Stand Improvement (666)





USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider, employer and lender. 

Questions? 
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