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FOREST CERTIFICATION STANDARDS IN NORTH AMERICA

All depend on third-party audits to 
measure planning, procedures, systems 
and performance of on-the ground forest 
operations against the predetermined 
standard.

All four provide the basics by ensuring 
harvested areas are reforested, laws 
obeyed and no unauthorized or illegal 
logging.
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To advance sustainability forestry 

and responsible purchasing globally 

through certification standards and 

certified products

To advance credible and effective 

solutions to environmental challenges 

through the SFI standards and 

leadership initiatives

To advance collaboration between 

local communities and the SFI network 

to increase mutual understanding of the 

values and benefits provided by 

sustainably managed forests

To advance environmental 
education, forest literacy, and career 
pathways using trees and forests as 
windows on the world

STANDARDS CONSERVATION

EDUCATION COMMUNITY

SFI ADVANCES SUSTAINABILITY THROUGH 

FOREST-FOCUSED COLLABORATION



WHAT FOREST CERTIFICATION DELIVERS

SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

REPRESENTATION IN 

DECISION-MAKING

AVOIDANCE OF 

ILLEGAL TIMBER AND 

DEFORESTATION

IDENTIFICATION OF SPECIAL 

BIOLOGICAL, CULTURAL, 

HERITAGE SITES

MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGIES TO 

PROTECT SPECIES 

AT RISK

MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGIES TO 

MAINTAIN WILDLIFE 

HABITAT

SUSTAINABLE HARVEST 

LEVELS

PROMPT 

REGENERATION

THIRD PARTY ACCREDITED 

CERTIFICATION AUDITS
AUDIT REPORTS PUBLICLY 

AVAILABLE WITH 

CORRECTIVE ACTION 

CLEARLY HIGHLIGHTED



TOP THREE REASONS ORGANIZATIONS 

CHOOSE TO GET SFI CERTIFICATION

SHOWS OUR 

CUSTOMERS THAT 

WE HELP MEET THEIR 

SUSTAINABILITY 

OBJECTIVES

HELPS US ACHIEVE 

OUR SUSTAINABILITY 

OBJECTIVES

SHOWS THAT 

RESPONSIBLE FOREST 

MANAGEMENT IS 

IMPORTANT TO OUR 

CUSTOMERS



71% OF CONSUMERS SAY THAT 

IT IS A GOOD IDEA TO

BUY WOOD PRODUCTS FROM 
SUSTAINABLY MANAGED FORESTS
IF YOU ARE SEEKING WAYS TO 

COMBAT CLIMATE CHANGE

WHEN IT COMES TO CONSUMER CHOICE AND CLIMATE CHANGE:

Source: Nationwide Public Opinion Research conducted by Abacus Data June 2020

CONSUMERS CARE ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT



79% OF SFI-CERTIFIED 
ORGANIZATIONS 25%

USED AN SFI  ON-PRODUCT
LABEL IN 2022

OF

COMPANIES

REPORTED STEADY OR INCREASED 

DEMAND FOR SFI-CERTIFIED 

PRODUCTS – MORE THAN ANY OTHER 

FOREST CERTIFICATION STANDARD





LOGGER 

TRAINING



Training?





LOGGER TRAINING AND EDUCATION 

• Logger training and education is a core 
requirement in both the SFI Forest 
Management Standard and Fiber Sourcing 
Standard. 

• Logger training is a very effective tool in 
promoting sustainable forest management 
and has been a key component of the SFI 
program since its inception.

• Loggers play a key role on the ground 
implementing the SFI Standards.



SFI-TRAINED PROFESSIONAL HARVESTERS

RESOURCE AND HARVESTING 

PROFESSIONALS

have participated in training since 1995, to ensure 
understanding of water quality, biodiversity and 
other sustainable forest practice requirements

240k

97%34%
96% of all fiber supplied to SFI-certified mills in 
2023 was delivered by trained harvesting 
professionals—compared to 34% in 1995

SFI NETWORK 
SUPPORTED 
TRAINING FOR 
9,900 LOGGERS
IN 2023
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SFI FIBER SOURCING TASK GROUP (STANDARD REVISION)

30 TASK GROUP MEMBERS

DEMOGRAPHICS

MANUFACTURER/ 
PROCESSOR/
TRADER, 23%

INCLUDED 7 LOGGING PROFESSIONALS

American Loggers Council 
Daniel Dructor

Great Lakes Timber Professionals Association
Henry Schienebeck

Jarvis Timber Co.
Shannon Jarvis

Gahlsdorf Logging Inc.
Jim Galsdorf

Louisiana Loggers Association
Josh Mcallister

Michigan Association Timbermen member, 
Logging Contractor, Small Forest Landowner
Warren Suchovsky

M.A. Rigoni Inc.
Richard Schwab



LOGGER TRAINING AND USE OF TRAINED LOGGERS 

FOREST MANAGEMENT STANDARD – OBJECTIVE 13 

FIBER SOURCING STANDARD – OBJECTIVE 6

Performance Measure 13.1, Indicator 5:

Certified Organizations shall have written agreements for the use of 

qualified logging professionals or wood producers that have 

completed training programs and are recognized as qualified logging 

professionals and/or certified logging companies.

Performance Measure 13.2, Indicator 1:
Participate in or support SFI Implementation Committees to establish 
criteria and identify delivery mechanisms for wood producer core training 
courses that allow individuals to attain qualified logging professional status.



LOGGER TRAINING AND USE OF TRAINED LOGGERS 

FIBER SOURCING STANDARD – OBJECTIVE 3

Performance Measure 3.1: 
Certified Organizations shall promote the use of qualified 
logging professionals… and/or certified logging companies

Performance Measure 3.2: 
Certified Organizations… shall maximize the delivery of raw 
materials from qualified logging professionals and/or 
certified logging companies

PM 3.2, Indicator 2: 
Certified Organizations shall have written agreements for 
the use of qualified logging professionals…



The EPA recognizes the role of forest 
certification programs, including SFI, 
which have made important 
contributions to improved BMP 
implementation through logger 
training, landowner outreach, and 
water quality requirements.”

“

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) 
June 2016

Federal Register Notice of Decision 

Not to Regulate Forest Roads Discharges

Under the Clean Water Act
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Improving harvesting practices on steep 
slopes in the Pacific Northwest and 
Intermountain West

Project Partners: 
Washington State SFI Implementation Committee
Sustainable Forestry Initiative
Oregon State University College of Forestry
Washington State Department of Natural 
Resources

PROMOTING SAFE AND ENVIRONMENTALLY 

RESPONSIBLE TETHERED LOGGING



WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT



THANK YOU

forests.org



GORDY  MOUW
Director, SFI Network Relations
Sustainable Forestry Initiative
Tel: 715-220-4132
Email: gordy.mouw@forests.org

SFI’S IN-RESIDENT SIC LIAISON

• Graduate of Michigan Technological University's 
School of Forest Resources and Environmental 
Science

• 20+ years experience in forest certification and 
logging

• Experience with many  SFI Certified Orgs across the 
US and Canada

• Experience chairing or participating in 12 SICs
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